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About Weightmans… 

▪ Top 40 UK law firm

▪ 1,500+ people
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Your speaker
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What is Martyn's Law?
▪ Martyn’s Law is a proposed duty designed to 

mitigate the impact of future terror attacks within 
the United Kingdom through preparedness and 
protection.

▪ It does so by imposing a new Duty upon the 
owners of public venues and large organisations 
specifically in relation to Publicly Accessible 
Premises and public events.

▪ Applies to England and Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 



© Weightmans LLP 6

Why is a Duty being introduced?
▪ In recognition of a longstanding Police concern 

about the threat of terror attacks;

▪ In light of the multiple attacks across the UK in 
2017;

▪ A specific response to the work of Figen Murray 
following the Manchester Arena attack on 22 May 
2017;

▪ Accelerated further by terror attacks in 2021.
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The Duty in a Nutshell
The proposed legislation will apply to certain publicly 
accessible premises and events and will involve:

1. At a basic level, to have procedures to prevent 
terrorist attack/minimize the impact of terrorist 
attack.

2. At a more advanced level, to risk assess and 
implement measures, so far as is reasonably 
practicable, to reduce the risk of terror attacks;

3. To have education / training for those within your 
organization that may be impacted. 
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Where will the Duty apply?
▪ The Duty will apply to:

 Qualifying Publicly Accessible Premises

 Qualifying Public Events
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Qualifying Publicly Accessible Locations 
▪ A Publicly Accessible Location is defined as any 

place that members of the public have access, 
whether by payment or otherwise, as right, or by 
virtue of express or implied permission.

▪ The premises are wholly or mainly used for one or 
more uses specified in Schedule 1. Schedule 1 use 
includes: higher education.

▪ Reasonable to expect that from time to time, public 
capacity is 200 or more in connection with 
Schedule 1 use. 
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Qualifying Public Events 
▪ The premises, at which an event is held, consist of (a) a 

building; (b) other land; (c) a building or other land. 

▪ Members of the public will have access to the premises 
for attending the event. 

▪ It is reasonable to expect that at some point, 800 or 
more individuals will be present on the premises in 
connection with the event. 

▪ Some form of payment / invitation required. 
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The Duty Holder 

▪ The “Responsible Person”

▪ Multiple Responsible Persons?

▪ What about premises within premises / Grey 
Spaces:  Co-operation Notices
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Case Study – Higher Education 
▪ Responsible person is the governing body of the 

institution – Schedule 1. 

▪ Governing body has the same meaning as 
contained in s.85 of the Higher Education and 
Research Act 2017.

▪ Case by case basis but generally, the body which 
has responsibility for the management and 
administration of a university’s revenue and 
property and the conduct of its affairs. 



© Weightmans LLP 13

Scope of the Duty: the Standard Tier
▪ 200* persons to 799 persons

▪ Public Protection Measures e.g. evacuation and 
information

▪ Terrorism Protection Training?

▪ Expectation that this will be heavily supported with 
online resources

▪ NOTE – preparation rather than prevention
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Scope of Duty: the Enhanced Tier
▪ In excess of 800 persons.

▪ Appoint a Designated Senior Officer for premises or 
events.

▪ Enhanced Terrorism Risk Assessment.

▪ Enhanced duty to take security measures and prepare 
a Security Plan.

▪ Physical measures, systems and processes including 
matters like emergency evacuation.
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Powers of the SIA as Regulator
▪ Gathering information

▪ Entry and inspection

▪ Issuing Compliance Notices requiring a duty-holder to 
take action remedy non-compliance within a set 
timeframe

▪ Issuing Restriction Notices which restrict the type of 
activity they can carry out or even temporarily 
closing enhanced tier sites
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Regulatory Enforcement
▪ Primarily a civil sanctions regime

▪ Standard Tier:

 Daily: £500
 Maximum: £10,000

▪ Enhanced Tier / Qualifying Public Events

 Daily: £50,000
 Maximum: £18 million or 5% of global turnover.
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Criminal Offences under the Bill
▪ Failure to comply with a Notice.

▪ Providing false or misleading information.

▪ Attempting to obstruct the Regulator.

▪ Director’s offence of intentional neglect.
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Civil Liability
▪ S.31 – No direct cause of action.

▪ Evidence of negligence.

▪ Likely to reframe the opportunity to bring claims 
arising from terror attacks.
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Current position and what’s next?
▪ Currently completed second reading in the House of Lords

- Broad support received however key issues remain subject 
to debate

▪ As of yesterday, at Committee stage of the House of Lords. 

▪ Legislation is likely to continue to develop over the next 6-12 
months. For example, possibility of a waiver granted by the 
SoS or SIA for disproportionate public protection procedures. 

▪ Some way to go yet. Home Office seek 24 months for 
implementation from Royal Assent.
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Practical Considerations and Preparation
▪ Identify premises In Scope

▪ Which tier will apply?

▪ Events?

▪ Tricky areas – grey spaces, third party contracts, 
multi-occupied buildings. 
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Useful materials

▪ Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill -
Parliamentary Bills - UK Parliament 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765 

▪ Action Counter Terrorism Guidance: 
www.gov.uk/government/news/act-awareness-
elearning

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/act-awareness-elearning
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/act-awareness-elearning
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This webinar does not attempt to provide a full analysis of those matters with which 
it deals and is provided for general information purposes only. It is not intended to 
constitute legal advice and should not be treated as a substitute for legal advice. 

Weightmans accepts no responsibility for any loss, which may arise from reliance on 
this information.

Elliott Kenton 
Partner 

DDI: 0207 227 6643
elliott.kenton@weightmans.com

Questions?
     and legal disclaimer… 
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