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April is traditionally a quiet month for Commdity Groups and as a result we took the opportunity to hold an Extraordinary General Meeting of a specially convened Strategy Group to discuss the way forward four Commodity Groups.  As these have largely remained the same since thyears ago, it was felt that, along with other changes taking place, the time was right to review the way iwhich these are run.  The meeting was held in Manchester on Monday 11th April where it was decided that we would enter into a consultation period of some 6 months to improve the efficiency of our groupsby surveying members’ representatives on how to execute this.  A group of volunteers will compile a specially drafted questionnaire to find out the needs and wants of our Commodity Group representatives.  No decisions will be made without the full backing of our members and any changes will not be implemented before 2012.  It goes without saying that we are very grateful for all the hard work and ongoing support we receive from our members.
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Welcome to the October issue of our newsletter. It covers updates on the contracting team’s activities; CPD sessions, NVQ availability and commodity groups. If you require additional details regarding any items contained in this newsletter, please contact any member of staff.





Contracting Update





Cleaning Chemicals and Janitorial Supplies





The renewal of this agreement to begin on 1st January 2012 is well underway with the PQQ stage now closed.  The analysis has taken place and is being finalised with the ITT documentation for the next stage being prepared.





Lift Consultancy 





Implementation and Award meetings were held in September with all five suppliers on this Agreement.  All the contact details and a Buyers’ Guide are available on our website and GeM.





Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Maintenance





The first meeting of the sub group has been held and work has begun on scoping requirements for the Agreement.  Work on the tender documentation has started, and it will be advertised this month via the open procedure.  It is intended that this Agreement will begin early next year.


 


 Vehicle Hire





Work will commence this month on the renewal of the Vehicle Hire which is due to end on 30th April 2012.  If you would like to take part in the tender working party please contact Helen Dodd-Williams, Contracts Officer on � HYPERLINK "https://owa.liv.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=8cab15b05e6a4b558db7d1374f4767a4&URL=mailto%3ah.dodd-williams%40manchester.ac.uk" \t "_blank" �h.dodd-williams@manchester.ac.uk�  If you have any suggestions for suppliers that you would like us to contact for the new Agreement then please let me know on the same email address.


 


Supply and Delivery of AV Equipment and Supply, Delivery and Installation of AV Equipment


 


Work continues on the above framework agreement renewal, with the ‘Real Rooms’ exercise, taking place at the University of Manchester on the 16th September for Lot 2; Supply, Delivery and Installation of AV Equipment. The 15 potential providers shortlisted to the ITT stage, attended on the day to survey the 3 rooms selected in order to complete their tender returns for the 10th October 2011.





The NWUPC would like to thank the sub group members working on this project for all their hard work so far: Thanks goes to Trevor Byrne (University of Manchester), Andre Davies (University of Salford), Paul Bossons (Staffordshire University), David Evans (University of Chester), Max Fossard (LJMU) and last but by no means least Keith Parkinson (UCLAN).





Electronic Components (NUWPEC)


 


Work has also started on the new Electronic Components framework agreement which expires in August next year. Review meetings with the current suppliers are scheduled for the 6th October with a tender working meeting arranged for the 7th October 2011 to discuss the way forward. 
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CPD Programme 2011/2012





The first session of our programme was held at the University of Salford and covered Sustainable Procurement; the session was well attended and the delegate feedback was very positive.


Our next session is Effective Contract Management on the 18 October 2011 at the University of Chester. The session is aimed at all procurement professionals and their colleagues who are tasked with the selection, management and administration of contracts. Delegates are given simple and relevant tools to help manage and troubleshoot contracts.





Commodity Groups





The autumn round of Commodity Group Meetings kicked off in style with the Estates Group meeting at Glyndwr.  There was a presentation on Solar Power by Neil Higgins of En-Finity (appropriate on such a sunny September day) which was well received by members.  Chairman Mark Suffield has now enjoyed (??) six years in the role.   Sincere thanks to Mark for all his work on the group and here’s to the next six  . . . 


 


Get well wishes to recently retired David Johnson of University of Liverpool.  Everybody at Central Team would like to wish David a very speedy recovery following a recent operation.  Congratulations also go to Angela Wearden (Lancaster) on the birth of son Joel in August.  


 


Just a last reminder of the Extraordinary Strategy Group Meeting to be held on Tuesday 11 October 2011 in the Barnes Wallis Building, University of Manchester.  Full details will be sent out week commencing 3 October 2011 and already it looks like being a record turnout from Heads of Procurement and Chairs of Commodity Groups.  We hope to see as many people as possible at this meeting which will decide on the future structure of Commodity Groups.


 


Sustainable Procurement





NWUPC Ltd is actively involved in ensuring that our Framework Agreements support the work of our member institutions in the area of sustainability. By building in criteria to encourage suppliers to engage with us in this area we hope to strengthen their response to the demand for sustainable goods, services and practices. The following agreements are just two examples of this work.





White Goods and Associated Electrical Appliances





At the ITT stage, suppliers were asked to provide the Energy Ratings of all the goods that they quoted in the core price list. This is to allow buyers to make an informed judgement on what goods they purchase.  Although the Energy Ratings were for information only it was intended that our request would highlight a requirement for Energy Efficient products. This demand led approach should encourage suppliers to provide them at best value.  





A Whole Life Costing Exercise was also built into the ITT stage which scored the suppliers on additional costs such as energy in use and removal and disposal of packaging and equipment.  This was to gauge the real life cost of the example product selected.





Government Buying Standards are available from DEFRA which suggest the minimum energy ratings and requirements public sector buyers should procure.  This information can be found on http://sd.defra.gov.uk/advice/public/buying/





Cleaning Chemicals and Janitorial Supplies





The ITT documentation for this Agreement is currently being produced and great focus will be placed on Environmentally Friendly options for all the products being sourced.  The environmental impact in this market is substantial and pressure is being placed on staff to use products that minimise this effect but that also deliver good results.  Trials of products are taking place in some of our member institutions and we hope to incorporate information gained from that into the design of our specification.  Research is also taking place to see what goods are available on the market and what chemicals have the most damaging effect and should be avoided.
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